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Editorial note
This year, the final editing of this volume takes place in the midst of a worldwide struggle against the 
spread of the Coronavirus pandemic. The social distancing required as part of this effort will also, 
unfortunately, prevent us from conducting the annual conference in its original date - May 2020. 
Currently, Israeli Institute of Archeology’s team is negotiating to secure an agreement to preserve, 
restore and develop the Hasuna oil factory in Lod, as a historical tourist attraction of the highest 
standards. This factory is unique in the country, by being the only surviving enterprise that combined 
pre-modern and traditional methods for the production of olive oil, sesame oil and soap under the 
same roof. Most of the ancient production assemblies in the building were preserved, and we intend 
to restore and operate them. We have been able to raise significant resources for this purpose, and 
are confident that we will be able to mobilize additional contributors to allow the best possible 
reconstruction, so that the site will be a fascinating and authentic experience for visitors. The entire 
second part of this volume is fully devoted to the Hasuna oil plant.

The major theme of the first part, however, is the Jindas Bridge, located in the northeastern part of 
Lod. Shimon Gat presents the Mamluk Bridge as a magnificent remnant of the road and bridges 
network that the Mamluks developed throughout their empire and in Palestine in particular.

Dror Citron publishes the results of his research on the architectural plan of the bridge. The study 
provides a detailed description, accompanied by visual documentation, of the various constructional 
elements. The paper concludes with a survey that serves as a reminder to us all that the 750-year-
old bridge needs urgent maintenance in order to preserve in the future, and continue to serve its 
passengers.

 (orchard-well house), which was established 
west of Lod in the late 19th century. The study follows the agricultural development of Lod’s 
hinterland, as well as the fascinating social processes that influenced the composition of different 
local residents, which later became one of the city’s neighborhoods.

Eitan Ayalon returned to the topic of the Hassona oil factory after 30 years, since his paper in the 
journal . Ayalon presents us with a broader, up-to-date and more detailed study, which 
contains information on the history of the oil plant and how it worked.

Architect Giora Solar has compiled a detailed architectural documentation file for the oil factory 
in recent months. Its contents are presented here and accompanied by a variety of programs and 
photographs.

The concluding paper is based on a study conducted by architect Amir Shehadeh, who examined 
diverse historical sources dealing with the traditional economy of Palestine’s pre-modern era. These 
sources serve as a background for understanding the traditional industry of olive oil, soap and sesame 
oil that operated in Lod and at the Hasuna oil factory. In his paper, Shehadeh presents excerpts of 
literature and press, in Hebrew and Arabic, and concludes oral interviews, conducted with members 
of the Hasuna family.

We again invite you to follow the archaeological-community project Israeli Institute of Archaeology 
operates in ancient Lod (for details: www.ancientlod.com), and encourage you to take part in our 
activities and original research.

We hope you enjoy and benefit from reading this volume 
The Editorial Team
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The Jindas Bridge and the Mamluk Post Road System
 

9

Jisr Jindas - Characterizing the building technology and state of preservation of the Lod Bridge
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